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Moghilev. "I see that my black trousers are needed at
headquarters."l

There was about Nicholas II some strange quality
which both repelled and attracted. Some of the terrorists
who assassinated his Governors and officials died upon the
scaffold with a plea to "his kind heart and noble inten-
tions ", not for mercy for themselves, but for an examination
of " the bad conditions of affairs in Russia ". The would-be
assassin of Louis XV declared that he had stabbed the
king in order to discover " whether he had a heart ", these
murderers of Nicholas II's representatives died proclaiming
themselves his faithful subjects. " What sort of a man
is he ? " wrote his cousin, the Grand Duke Nicholas
Mikhailovitch. " He is repulsive to me and yet I love him,
for he is not naturally a bad sort, and is the son of his father
and mother. Perhaps I love him by reflection, but what a
vile little soul he is ! " 2

The first weeks of the World War had sent a blaze
of enthusiasm through Russia, as through every other
country. The Tsar, " the Little Father of his People ",
became a revered and honoured figure to his millions of
subjects, the mysticism inherent in the Slav mind was
centred upon the Emperor in a renewed devotion. But the
enthusiasm and the devotion soon waned. The crushing
defeats inflicted upon the Russian armies in East Prussia,
the growing shortage of food in urban districts, and the
increasing incapacity of administration throughout the
Empire produced signs of war-weariness in Russia earlier
than in any other belligerent state. To the strain on the
population was added the effect of the secret propaganda
which had circulated throughout the country since the
collapse of the abortive revolution of 1905. The Russian
masses stirred again under the stimulus of additional
hardships and revolutionary exhortations. The army,

1 Letters of the Tsaritsa to the Tsar (London, 1923), p. 122.
2 Krasni Arkhiv (Moscow, 1922), xlix. 102.